Risk of Dying in Canada Compared to Being Killed on a Boeing 747 Flight

Relative risk

(See separate table for units of risk used)

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000 10,000 11,000

Very High Level
of Risk
Less than 1 per

1,000

Associated with medical injury in acute hospitals only

110,348

Smoking

] 6,303

Preventable medical injury - (Acute Hospitals - NZ/AUS/USA adj)

1 4,085

Preventable medical injury - (Acute Hospitals only Minister's est)

Preventable adverse drug reaction - acute hospitals (NZ adj) E=——3 1,716

Cardiovascular disease /3 1,290

High Level of Risk

1:1,000 to 1:10,000

Adverse drug reaction (all) E==23 980

Adverse effects of pharmaceutical drugs - all (USA adj) E3 756

Lung cancer E3 492

Motorcycle accidents E3 471

Cerebrovascular disease E3 462

Breast cancer @ 311

Alcohol related (Liver disease + direct) @ 277

Firearms - total @ 270

Ultralight aircraft @ 235

Prostate cancer@ 233

Diabetes @ 183

Horse riding @ 163

Suicide @ 157

Farm work @ 115

Moderate Level of Risk

1:10,000 - 1:100,000
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All Terrain Vehicles I

Workplace accidents |

Accidental falls

Snowmobiles I

Accidental Poisoning - Medicines |

War operations |

Influenza

Air - corporate/private/clubs (Per hour Canada)

Suicide - Pharmaceutical drugs
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Homicide
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Pedestrians

Risk (1 fatality per x Units of Exposure to Risk

Low Level of Risk

1:100,000 to 1:1,000,000

School bus accidents

Firearms - accidental

Air accidents (All Canada - Per flight)

Choking on food/other objects
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Food - Highly preventable (est - USA/Aus)

Water transport

Pedal cyclist

Avalanche

Forces of nature

Railway (total)

Tuberculosis

Sport & recreation

Menningitis

1:1,000,000 - 1:10,000,000

Boeing 747 (#flights- worldwide)

Acceptable risk for cancer (food additives)

Railway -- Pedestrian

Electrocution

Airbus A300 (#flights - worldwide)

Commercial airliners (per hour - Canada)

Air accidents (all passengers - Canada)

Lightning

Ultra Safe to Very Low Level of Risk
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1:10,000,000

Bee/wasp/hornet sting

Natural healthcare & therapeutic products

Meteorite

government and NGO websites, documents, databases and research outputs

Sources: Extensive search of many Canadian Government, quasi
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